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Tbe Right Worſhipful, 
GEORGE Lancrokp, Eſq; | 
HIG H-SHERIPF of the County of J 
NOTTINGHAM. 4 
AND TO E 13 
CHRISTOPH, ROLLESTON, Eſq; 
Langford Collin, Eſq; | Richard Brough, Eſq; 
Lancelot Rolleſton, Eſq; | John Nevil, Gent. 
Vm. Hallowes, Elq; | William Trigge, Gent. 
| James Banks, Eſq; | Toſeph Walters, Gent. 
John Richards, Eq; | Samuel Hyld, Gent. 
Edward Pole, Eſq; Richard Tufjin, Gent. 


| John Storey, Jun. Eſq; | Thomas Seawell, Gent 
| Richard Porter, Eſq; | Gabriel Hebb, Gent. 
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Seeing He deſpiſed the Oath, by breaking the 


Covenant, ( when lo Hs bad given his 
Hand,) and bath done all theſe things, 
He ſball not eſcape. FL; 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As I live, 
ſurely mine Oath that He bath deſpiſed, 
and my Covenant that He bath broken, even 
t will I recompenſe upon his own Head, 


* 
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4 DA HE Ferſon charg d in our Text, 


Aland threatned for his Perjury, 
was Zedetiab King of 0 
== whoſe Caſe was this. His Ne- 
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0 Gab have wantionesr Obliging him te ftoear 


in his Room; but s 25 wer, and Subj Fr 


tothe King of Babylon. Fox which he r 
bim then de Homage, Cexpreffed in the 


2 . given bis Hand; J and ſivear 
d Sasbfe& to him, which is the 


by God, asit is in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. And 
that this Obligation might make the deeper 
Impreſſion upon his Confcience, He changed 
his « Name, Copich till then was Matranigh 
2 Kings 3xiv. 17.) to Zedeliab, which 
- 6 fipnibes, The Puſicg of the Lori: Iutend. 
eg by this Name to put him continually 
“ in Mind, of the Vengeance he was to ex- 
| « peck from the Juſtice f the Lord his God, 
* if he violated that Fidelity which he. had 
im His Name {worn to him. But alk this 
Wand non da, itleqms For in ſeven or eight 
Years time, He broke his Oath and his Co- 
venant, by entering into League with Appt, 
to ſugport hun in Rebellion againſt the King 
of Behn. For which God 'here denounces 
: Puviſiment ; ; and. we {hall ſee it Was after- 
Wards executed upon him. The Uſe1 
Aeſign to make of 5 Text, is to Ao 
e 
87 1 2 a. Text 
e 
Hhatt confitter, , 5 ol 
* "The Nor: of an a Duh, 
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Il. The Puniſhment from God, to. be. 


expected for breaking it. 
After which, I ſhall apply the general 


Doctrine, as Occaſion requires. 


Firſt. Let us look into the Nærure of an 
Oath. Whatever the Forms of giving, or 
taking it, may be; (for theſe have varied, 
according to the different Cuſtoms of Times 
and Nations; An Oath is, certainly, An 
«* Aſſurance given to Men, by calling God 
e to witneſs the Truth of what we ſay, or 


© the real Intention of what we promite. 
So that here are two Parties intereſted, be- 
fide our ſelves ; Men, to whom the affurance 


is given; and God, who is called in to 
ſtrengthen that Aſſurance. With reſpec to 

the former, our Text ſpeaks of it as a Cove - 
nant; a ſtipulation or Agreement; by which 
| we engage our ſelves in expreſs Words, and 
with the Solemnities uſual in ſuch Caſes, to 
uſe Men withexa& Truth and Honefty in all 1 
particulars that are the Matter or Subje& of 
that Agreement. Such a Promiſe, tho no 
Oath were added, binds very ſtrongly an | 
honeſt Mind; and might give Satisfaction ' 
of itt ſelf, if Proby and Honour were as 
common in the World, as Falſchood and In- 
6 bbpnſaney 
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conſtancy are. But Mankind being ſo general- 
ly corrupt as they are, and ever have heen, there 
myſt be ſomething more, in Tranſactions of 
great Importance, (eſpecially to the Public, ) 
to make an entire Truſt and Confidence a- 
mongſt Men. And this is ar Oath; which 
is founded upon Natural Religion, and has 
been uſed in all Ages, and all Nations, for 
this Purpoſe ;, as the higheſt Security that 
Men know how to give, or aſk.. An Oath 
for Confirmation, ſays the Apoltle, is.an End 
of all Strife, or doubting; Hebr. vi. 16. For 
by this, Almighty God. is made a Party alſo, 
in the Promiſes we make to Men. By us 
he is intereſted, and by thent accepted, as 3 
Pledge, or Security for our Truth. And 
this, by the Interpretation of all the World, 
is a ſolemn imprecating, or deſiring the Ven- 
geance of God upon us, if we knowingly 
ſpeak falſe, or promiſe what we dont intend 
to perform, or do not afterwards perform 
Cas well as we are able ) what we promiſed. 


THE appealing to inferior Beings (Men 
like our ſelves ) as Witneſs or Security for 
us, is but an Affront to Men, (I ſpeak as to 
the Appeal its ſelf,) if Truth and Honeſty 
are not with us: But an Appeal tothe All- 

ſeeing, the Almighty God, our Maker, our 

reſerver, and our Judge, is binding our 
ſelves over to Deſtruction or. Damnation 
FE ee een een 
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gott him for our Falſchood; : with all the 
Inſalence imaginable, if we think he is able 


to deſtroy or damn us; and if we don't be- 


lieve a God, tis an impudent Impoſition on 
the World, to make them believe we do. 
But whatever we think of the Matter when 
we take an Oath, God acceprs the Propoſal, 


and enters himſelf a Party, being thus invok- 


ed to he ſo. To which purpoſe, it is re: 
marka . in our Text, that what is ſimply 
called The Oath, and The Covenant, betwixt 
Zedekiab-and Nebuchadnezzar, in verſe 18, 
God calls, in the following Verſe, His Oath, 
and Hit Covenant; Seeing be deſpiſed che 
Oath by breaking the Covenant; — Thus ſaith 
the Lord, As iT 

he bas deſpiſed, and M T Covenant that he 
bas broken, even it will I recom enſe on his 


ther we think of God at all, or no, whether 
we believe in him at all, or no, He takes up- 
on himſelf the Security which the Nature 
of an Oath engages him in: And what the 

Conſequence of this will be, we ſhall hear 
more ol by and by. In the mean time, what 

has been ſaid of the Nature and Solemnity 


of an Oath, may very well lead us to 
conſid er, 


N H E 88 * to it. 


ve, ſurely, MINE Oath that 


own Head. So that when we ſwear, whe- 


And 
this conkiſts in a religious we” upon our 


Mind 


Msuds whenever we Take an Oath; a ſtmous 


and a conſcientious ſtricneſs to diſebarge it 
to the full. in every Branch or Article, ſo 
far as poflibly we can. A careleſs and 
thoughtleſs way of rating Oaths (which is 
too vilible among us, ) is a reaſonable Omen 
that we ſhall regard them as little in the per. 


formance: And Lam afraid, the Hurry and 
Negligence, the want of due and decent 80. 


lemnity in Officers. when they give an Oath, 
is one Occaſion of the Careleſſneſs of thoſe 


that take it, and of the many Perjuries we 


have fo much reaſon to complain of. Men 


could not ſurely make.. ſo light of ſwearing 


on the holy Goſpels, as they do, if the 
Lrankation were perform d with that Gravis» 
ty, Deliberation, and Decorum that is due 
to aſolemn AR of Religion: And undoubt» 
_ edly, the giving and taking of an Oath is a 
very ſolemn Act of Religion. For what is 
Religion, but a practical Acknowledgment 
of God, and of the glorious Attributes of 
God? And what is an Oath; but an Appeal 
to his Knowledge, of the reality of all Facts 
and Intentions; an 


* 
e, 
f. 


acknowledgment of his Inſtice, that he is a 


Lover of Right and Equity, and expects it 


ſhould be done to every Man; and an Ad- 
dreſs to his Power and Prosidenc e, to avenge 
it, if any Falſehood or 1njuſtice be? 


If 


Conſideration: of all that is inoluded-in-ip; | 


that he deteſts all manner of Falfehood; an 


as * AMS. ob „ n — 1 
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IF chis, being ſo direct and awful an 
A& of Religion, be an Argument, (as cer- 
tainly it is,) why we ſhould be very ſerious. 
in giving and caling an Oath, tis of equal 
fotce to ſhew that we ſhould religioufly ee 
it: And that can't be done, without care - 
fully reflecting and conſidering all the Par- 
ticulars contained in it. If 1 don't well can - 
ſider what I ſwear, I may break my Oath in 
ſome Particulars before 1 am aware of it: 
And if I break my Qath in any thing, ac- 
cardipg to its true and proper Intention, 1 
affront the Knowledge, and Trab, and Juſ- 
tice of Gad, (which is. an Act of high Pro- 
fanencſs;) and. withall, ſubject my {elf to | 
his-Vengeance, whom I called in to be the | 
Voucheriof my Tiuth, and Puniſher of my 9 
Falſchood. i N 


BUT befile the Religion toward God in 
this. Matter, Humane Society is very much 
mtereſted. in the Reverence of an Nath. The 
ſtrongeſt hold they. can have for their com- 
mon Safety, is upon the Conſciences of Men; ; 


and. the ſtrangeſt Hold upon their Conſcien- i 


ces, is when they ſtake their. greateſt Intereſcſ, 
the Favaurx of God and their Saluatian, up- 5 
Caſe of an Qath. Now if Men be ſo profli- f 
gate, a&40. he gt. beyond the Regard of thin, 


ny 5: : +: 

the mutual Truſt and Confidence of Mankind 
in one another, ( which is the main Cement 
of Society) muft needs be broken. There 
can be no aſſured Subjection; there can be 
no firm and regular Government; there can 
be no Execution of Laws; or Security for 
the Lives and-Rights of Men; and there- 
fore, no dealing with each other, but as in 
Hobbes's State of Nature, which is a State 
of War; the doing our ſelves Juſtice by Pi- 
dence, as we might be able; or ſuffering all 
manner of Injuſtice, whenwe are not. What 
2 Confuſion would this put the World into! 
And every Man that breaks his Oath, a&s 
upon ſuch looſe Principles, and gives Occa- 
ion for ſuch Diftruſt, as tend to bring this 
Confuſion upon us. So neceſſary it is for | 
Humane Society, that Oaths ſhould be very 
ferioufly taken, and very ſtrictly kept. 


AN ſurely, there is a great deal of 
Reaſon for it, with reſpe& to our ſelves, 
For; not to anticipate the Conſideration of 
the Divine Vengeance, (which is reſerved 

for my next general Head; )- there is no 
Peace, and Quiet of Mind, to be expected un- 
der the Guilt of Perjury ; where Men are ſen- 
Fble of it, and have not impoſed upon  them- 
felves by the Caſuiſtry of falſe Notions, and 
Feſuitical Principles. I here is no being 
enſy: The Mind will be reſtleſs, 3 

2 | 5 Wit 
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ry. Under the Guilt of orber Sins, as Lewd- 
nels, Drunkenneſs, Cheating, Kc. it is 


pollible for Men to lay their Conſciences a- 
fleep a great while: But thaſe are ſo ſtrongly 


againſt the Light and Religion of Nature, 
that they ſtartle Conſcience inore than all the 
reſt. I may add farther, that beſide the in- 


ward Peace of our Minds, our Reputation 
and Credit in the World, 0 a very valuable 
thing on all Accounts,) is moſt certainly 
and deſervedly ſhipwreck d for ever, when 
once it comes to be known that we have 
ſworn falſly, or make no Conſcience of our 


Oaths. In ſuch a Caſe, a Man will never be 
truſted afterwards ; but lives with indelible 


Infamy ; deſpiſed, and hated, and eee 
by all that know him: Eee b 


THUS much for the Beet (both 


religious, civil, and perſonal,) why we 


ſhould reverence an Oath, and be very ſtrict 


in keeping it. And now let us ſee, Whether 
the Sentiments of Mankind have not, in al 
Ages, embraced accordingly this Notion, of 


the ſacredneſs of Oaths ; 2 that no Principle 


has ever been more Ee and ee. 


with Remorſe and Horror, when Solitude 
gives room for Reflection. Offences againſt 
Natural Conſcience are moſt apt to have this 
Effect; and none more remarkably, than 
thoſe 1 two great Crimes of Murder and Perju- 


The Light of Nature ſtruck this into the 
Conſtiences of the Heathen World; as we 
may ſee abundantly in their Poets, Philoſo- 

phers, Hiſtorians, and Laws. A few, out 

of the many Inſtances that might m—_ 

from them, may not be improper, to ſhame 

the Perjury of Chriſtians. Fythagoras's firſt 
Precept, is, to honour the Gods; and the 

very next, (as having a eloſe Connexion 

with it,) Süß thuy, Reverence an Oath, 

or, look upon it as a moſt religious Obliga- 

lors but very few Oaths to be adminiftred 

ih Judicial Cauſes, or to Civil Officers: 2 

And for this Reaſon; that the Majeſty of i 

Oarhs might not be proſtitured, nor the b 

DODommonneſs of them introduce a Flood of i 

| Perjuries. The gyptiant puniſhed Perfury MM |: 
| with Death ; as a Complication of two of i 
the Sreateſt Crimes, (ſays Dioclorus F the l 
Sirilianz) Impiety towards God, and 3 
- Breach of that Faith and Truth which is the 

ſtrongeſt bond of human Society. No doubt 

it was for the ſame Reaſon, that the Scy- 

tbians N alſo, and the Pin, T inflicted 
Death upon the perjared ; and che aptient 
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would recompenſe it upon him. Which 
0ath God kept, tho Zedekiab kept not his; 
For the Event anſwered : Feruſalem was ob- 
lzed by Famine to ſurrender to the Babylo- 
nian; Zedekiab, endeavouring to make his 
Eſcape, was purſued and taken, and brought 
to Nebuchadnezzar; who firſt cauſed his 
Sons to be ſlain before him, and then put 
out his Eyes, and carried him in Fetters a 
Priſoner to Babylon; burnt his City, his Pa- 
lace, and the Temple; put an End to the 
Kingdom of Judah, and led the main Body of 
the People Captives into MHria. (2 Kings 
25.) And thus God executed his Judgments 
for Zedekiab's Perjury, not only upon H, 
but upon his Nation that had food by bim in 
it, Now Il have mentioned this, give me 
leave to mention another Inſtance recorded 
in Scripture, upon the Caſe which 141d but 
juſt hint before; the Oath of Joſhua and the 
People of Iſrarl to the Gibeonites , fraudu- 
lently obrained indeed, but however kept, 
33 a Promiſe ſolemnly fworn to by the Na- 
tion, till King Saul, (in his Zeal for the 
Children of Iſrael and Juda h) broke it, by 
attempting to maſſacre the Gibeonttes, ànd ex- 
tirpate them out of the Land. For this 
Breach of public Oath and Faith, ( tho' Saul 
hümſelf was called to account another way,) 
the Juſtice of God, to make the Nation ſenſi 
ble of Foch a Crime, (the whole People being 
i concerned 


nn 
concerned to keep that Oath,) ſent a three 
ears Plague to puniſh it, even in David's 
Reign, above thirty Years after; nor could 
the Plague be ftaid, till ſeven of King Saul's 
Poſterity were given up to the Revenge of the 
injured Gibeonites. See, 2 Sam. 21. I. — 9. 
Beſide theſe Examples of God's interpoſing 
to. puniſh the Breach of ſolemn Oaths, we 
have ſeveral Denunciations from him in 
| Scripture, to ſhew that he 2970 do ſo; not in 
particular Caſes only, but in general, As 
that in the third Commandment, which is 
always underſtood of Perjury; The Lord 
 avill not hold him guiltleſs, 1. e. will certain- 
ly puniſh him, that taketh his Name in vain, 
And ſo again, Mal. 3. 5. God declares I will 
came near to you in 7 25 and I will be 
a ſwift Witneſs againſt = falſe-ſwearers, &c. 
Fe u Zack 3 n a Curſe, 
which ſhall enter into the Houſe of Him that 
ſwears falſ? by bis Name, end ſhall remain in 
the midſt of it, and conſume it with the Tim- 
ber and the Stones thereof; i. e. a Curſe ſhall 
be upon Him, his Eſtate, and Family, 
Theſe two latter Texts apparently threaten 
(and ſach was the general Expectation of 

Mankind, ) ſome ſevere temporal Judgments 

from God upon the Perjured. And ſuch, no 

doubt, were often inflicted, (in a wvi/ible 

manner, that Men might take Notice of 
them,) in thoſe antient times, when the 

0 Ly 


eee 
Judgment of another Life was not ſo firmly 
and clearly aſcertained, as it is now by the 
Chriſtian Revelation; while the Belief of a 
Providence depended much upon the Argu- 
mentations of natural Light, and the ſenſible 
Experiences of God's Power in extraordina- 
ry Events as they ſhould occur. But 1 be- 
| Neve ſtill, that Perjury and Murder ſeldom | 
go without ſome fignal puniſhment in chis | 
World, if Men would carefully obſerve it: 
Or if they dont obſerve it, the Confciences | 
of the guilty know how to apply the Mif- 
chiefs that befall them. However, ſuppoſe | 
the vilible Judgments of God for Perjury, 
are not quite ſo frequent, as they may have 
been before the Publication of the Goſpel ; 
. What will follow? Is God more reconciled | 
to that Crime than he was? No ſurely: He 
15 the ſame unchangable Lover of Fruth and 
 Juſffice that ever he was; and hates Perjury '! 
now, and will puniſh it ( firſt or laſt) as 

certainly as ever. Only, having clearly diſ- 
covered to us by the Goſpel, that he will 
Ys judge Men at the laſt Day according to 


n their Works at pref nt, and we profeſſing by | 
f our Cłriſtianity t Fahne this, he may lea se 
ts us in a great Meaſure to the Influence of that | 
0 Principle; and if it won't prevail to make us 
le faithful to our Oaths, we muſt take what {|} 
of - follows at that great and dreadful Day. The = 


e State of Rewards and Puniſtunents when this 
* : — D e 1 7 | | 
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1 
Nite is over, (Ecernel in Duration, and per- 
felt in Degree, ) will make abundantly 2. 
mends for all the feeming Inequalities and 
negle&s of Providence now: And tho' the 
forſworn Wretch ſhould: a: ak to paſs thro' 
this World, without the Vengeance due to 
him, he will afſuredly meet it in the next; 
and he will pay dear for his preſent Impuni- 
ty, when he comes to roll himſelf in the 
N of Everlaſti ng Miſery and Torment, 
For ſball not the Fudge of allsbe Earth d. 
Right? and puniſh what he has ſo often de- 
clared he ui puniſh? If he does not on, 
he will do it borcfie 


1 have ſhewn you the * and Solem- 
nity of an Oath, the Reverence due to it, and 
che Divine Vengeance to be expetted for break- 


ing it. Give me leave to apply what has 
been laid ina general Way. 


THE impoſing of Oachs is. a Practice 
exceedingly multiplied in this Nation. 1 
am not able to reckon up the prodigious Va- 
riety of Occaſions, which have Oaths adapt- 
ed to them, and 7 1 7 by . 

This is againſt the wife Rule of Plato 3 and 
4 Ao e il] Conſequence he had a mind to 
altiſt by ah Rule, Has followed ; the 
Freation 5 n dend or the too great 
wa, of *. comb ures natural 
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1 R | 
done 2 the Law requires them; and to be 
ſure it would vor without Neceflity : But chat 
Nocaſſity is a terrible Character upon us. 
An Oath is not required, but upon 4 ſuſ· 
pected want of Truth and Honeſty: And 


therefore, when Oaths are required almoſt 
every Day, and upon every I ranſaction of. 
Life, tis 9 es our Peo- 
e are generally an ly corrupted ; fo that 
mo 7h Security to be had of them in a- 
ny thing, without faking their Salvation up- 
an it. And even this, tho' it is the higheſt 
Security a Government can demand, is too 
often nat the ſureſt: For there are too many 
that regard their Salvation as little as they 
do Laws and Honeſty. But however, as 
Matters ſtand, Oaths muſt be taken. The 
s Law ſhews its reſpect to them, in looking 
upon them as the higheſt Security, and pres. 
| fuming at leaſt upon that Piety and Religion 
e that ſhould be in thoſe that take them. What 


] remains then, but that I earneſtly exhort eve- 
i- W ry one of you, in the Name of 60 D, that 
t- whatever Oaths you have taken, or are to 
y. take, on any Occaſion whatever, you would 


d be ſtrict go the utmaſt in obſerving and keep- 
o ing them; in every Clauſe and to the fartheſt 
e Extent of them. For, by what has ' been 


ſaid, you ſee what depends upon it; the ne- 


if 
* ver⸗failing Vengeance of God, either in this 
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Life; or im the next, or both, attending up- 
on every willful Perjury. I might apply: 
particularly, to Oaths of Witneſs or Tefſimo- 
u, and Oaths of Office, or of Inqueſt, which 
more eſpecially ſuit the preſent Occafion :, 
But what has gone before, upon the general 
 Sacredneſs of Oaths, may: be ſufficient to. 
inculcate the Truth, the Honeſty, and the. 
Juſtice to be obſerved in diſcharging then; 
and the Damnation that attends Injuſtice and: 
Falſehood under them. But I know not how 
it happens, there is another ſort of Oaths re- 
quired, and frequently taken, which ſeem: 
to. be leſs conſidered than thoſe, and leſs re- 
earded; as if God and our Souls were hard- 
| by concerned in them: And they are, Oaths 
of Allegiance and Loyalty, What is there 
io make ſo ſtrange a Difference betwixt theſe 
and other Oaths? Is not Loyalty to the 
EKing as much hi Right, as Juſtice and Truth 
the Right of private Subjects? We need but 
look into the Laws of either God or Man, 
and into the common Reaſon of Government, 
for an Anſwer to this. Is he not the. ſame 
God we {wear by, in our Oaths to the King; 
ds in any other? And is he not as much in- 
ſulted and abuſed, by calling him in to teſ- 
tify a falſe Allegiance, as a falſe Evidence? 
And have we not then the ſame Vengeance 
0 expect from him? Tis amazing, there- 
fore, that Men ſhould ever be able to delude 
bd -- - 8 -- ---. themielves. 
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themſelves into a Diſtinction; to think their 
Onths to the preſent Government not bind- 
ing; tho they confeſs that Oaths in general 
ate ſo. Their Reaſons are too ſcandalous to 
mention, as deſtroying all the Faith and Ho- 
nour of Mankind, and falſe in all the grounds 
they are built upon. But I cannot avoid 


taking Notice, (and with Indignation,) that 
fo 5 the Jeſuit has got into the Conſciences 


of ſome Proteſtants, (if we may believe their 
own Acknowledgments in Converſation) 
that they toołk them as unlawfull Oaths, im- 
poſed by Force, without any Intention from 
dbe firſtto keep them. What becomes of Re- 
ligion and common Honeſty the while? IF 


they were unlawful, why did they take 


them? The Anſwer will be, Force. What 
Force? Why truly they muſt loſe their Pla- 
ces and Pre ferments if they did not. Let 
them ſpeak out then, and ſay, They fear 
Men more than God; and are reſolved, as 


well as they can; to ſecure this World, what- 


ever becomes of the next. And after this, 


J ſuppoſe no body will truſt them, if they 
ſtake their Salvation for their Truth in any 
other Caſe, where Worldly Intereſt may hap- 


to lye on the ſide of Falſehood. When they 


took the Oaths to the Government, they ex- 
preſly called God:to Witneſs, that they did 


feriouſly intend to keep them: If at that In- 


ſtant they did not intend this, they called 
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han in d Witnel to 4 Tye; ye 0 
cbreui ſtantiated is Perj ry, even tho t 
do nothing aftetwards, in fact, againſt their 
Oath. For the Cænon - Lam determines very 
juſtly and reaſonably _ this Argument ; 
_ „ui jerare paratus eſt, antequam jurat, 
* jam —— eſſe videtur: Quia Deus non 
© Ex operibus judicat, {ed ex Cogitationibus, 
« & ex corde. * © He thut before | or 
when] he {wears, is prepered. to be for- 
* worn, { i. e. deſigns not to keep his Oath 
upon Occaſton] “ is already perjured: 
For God does not judge C only J by our 
% outward Actions, bon by our Thoughts, 
- and by (the Intention of] cbe Heart, 
Be not deceived, my Brethren, God is not to 
be mocked; There is no impoſing upon Him, 
whomſoever elſe we may. impoſe upon. He 
dees and judges of the Heart, as well as Life; 
and what we would do is imputed to us, as 
Well as what we de. But ſuppoſe we take 
the Oaths I ſpeak of, witch an Intention to 
keep them, and afterwards they are broken, 
by act ing contrary, or ſpeaking contrary to 
What we ſwore, is not this a Wicked neſs for 
which we muſt account to God? There had 
need to be a full, clear, and abſolute Satis- 
faction that the Oath was ſinful in its ſelf, 
Before our repenting of the Oath will encuſe | 


"8. Gratiani Decret. 22. qu. 5, c. Jranni -. 


un for breaking it. If there be any Conſcionts 


remaining, it will throw the Oath in our Fa- 


ces; and if there be no Conſcience, but what 


is ſtupified, it is but waiting a while to ſee 
whether there be any Hell or no; and when 
we find there is, by feeling it, Conſcience 
will awake too late. However, whether we 
think, or think not, the Nature of Things 
and the Juſtice of God will not be changed, 
Our Perjury to the Government will be as 
ſure to damn us, as Perjury in any other Caſe, 

And beſide the ordinary Merit of Perjury, 

there is a ſpecial one in this, as it is height- 


ened by Ingratitude. We are guilty of it, 


ture and Diſpoſition for zuling us by our 


own Laws; and more heartily deſirous of his 


People's good, than they are of their own. 


Nothing has ever yet been done by him, but 


in due Courſe of Law, and with the greateſt 
Clemency : A Proteſtant ;, the firſt Proteſtant 
Family of the Royal Line remaining: This 


| ſurely ſhould be ſometbing to thoſe that are 
| in earneſt Proteſtants. And whom would 


the Perjurors have in his ſtead? A Papiſt; 


| trained up in all the Bigottry of Rome, in all 


the arbitrary Maxims of France, and in all 
the ſowerneſs of Reſentment for being ſo long 
kept out of his imaginary Right. What can 
you expe# from ſuch a one? But the Ruin 
of our Church, the ridiculous Laeken, : 


4s, AL 
of Popery, the Subje&ion of your Engliſh 
Liberties, the laying aſide of Parliaments, 


the Alavery of your Eſtates; and withall, 2 


Jealouſy and Contempt of all thoſe that have 
forſworn themſelves to the preſent King for 
his Sake: For com mon Policy and Prudence 
will tell him, that thoſe who have ſo little 
Conſcience as to be perjured now for Him, 
are as like to be perjured hereafter for ſome 
other Prince againſt him. Are all theſe ſuch 
glorious Advantages, that it is worth the 
while to be danmed for them? If theſe Peo- 
ple would ſuffer it to enter into their Heads, 
Good. nature and Diſcretion would keep them 
honeſt, What Danger waft enſue to their 
Country, (and themſelves muſt be involved 
in it,) from the Civil Wars, the Robberies, 
the Interruption of Juſtice, and the other 
Confuſions, which their Perjury, in ſtrugg- 
ling for that Popiſh Pretender, would bring 
upon us! And what would be the Event of 
Things, if they ſhould carry their point thro' 
ſo much Blood and Miſery, 1 have already 
told you. But I will add one thing however, 
to give us Hopes in ſpight of tliem: The Na- 
tion perhaps may fare tbe better for their im- 
pious Perjuries that would ruin it. For tho 
ſuch perjured Subjects incur the Wrath of 
God, and the Puniſhment they have to ex- 
pect (at leaſt in another World) for their 
AImpiety and Wickedneſs; tis peſſible, the 
5 5 public 
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wy public Intereſt and the Houſe of Hanot 
may be more firmly Eſtabliſhed, even fre 
their Impiety. As lian has recorded 


| him, « "EF, quod pejerando illi Deos ſibi ip 


„ ihares: becauſe, by forſwearirg thei 
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gottry of Forerpners, ) God would graciou 
ſecure our Engliſh Keligion and Libertie 
under the Protection of our now moſt E 


the Proteſtant Deſcendants of his Line f 
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Ageſiluus the Spartan, that he uſed to 7eof 
at the Barbarians breaking their Oaths WI 


« infeſtos redderent, ipſi vero Socios & Au 


« ſelves, they would make the Gods tht 


Enemies, and by Confequence His Au 


« jliaries and Friends. God being fo profe 


ſed an Enemy to « faithleſs and perjurd 
Faction, may perhaps be the more a Friend 
the Side they are perjured again⁰ι . But ho 


ever, it is our Duty and our Intereſt to pra 
(that againſt-all the Folly and T reachery 
Britons, and againſt all the Power and 8 


cellent Sovereign King 6 EO RGE, an 


Which, God, of his Mercy, grant, thr 
Jeſus Chrift our I ord © to whum, wit 
the Father and the Hoh Ghoj! thre 
P erſons and one Fiernal cd, be 4 
Honour and Glory jor Fer. Ant 
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